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APPENDIX 9.3
NYSDEC SURFACE WATER CLASSIFICATIONS

 
 
 
CLASSIFICATIONS -SURFACE WATERS AND GROUNDWATERS 

 
Fresh surface water  

Class N fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class N waters are the enjoyment of water in its natural condition 
and, where compatible, as a source of water for drinking or culinary purposes, 
bathing, fishing, fish propagation, and recreation.  

 
(b) There shall be no discharge of sewage, industrial wastes, or other wastes, waste 

effluents or any sewage effluents not having had filtration resulting from at least 200 
feet of lateral travel through unconsolidated earth.  A greater distance may be 
required if inspection shows that, due to peculiar geologic conditions, this distance is 
inadequate to protect the water from pollution.  

 
(c) These waters shall contain no deleterious substances, hydrocarbons or substances that 

would contribute to eutrophication, nor shall they receive surface runoff containing 
any such substance.  

 
 

Class AA-Special (AA-S) fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class AA-S waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, 
culinary or food processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and 
fishing.  The waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.  

 
(b) These waters shall contain no floating solids, settleable solids, oil, sludge deposits, 

toxic wastes, deleterious substances, colored or other wastes or heated liquids 
attributable to sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes.  

 
(c) There shall be no discharge or disposal of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes 

into these waters.  
 
(d) These waters shall contain no phosphorus and nitrogen in amounts that will result in 

growths of algae, weeds and slimes that will impair the waters for their best usages.  
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Class A-Special (A-S) fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class A-S waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, 
culinary or food processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and 
fishing.  The waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.  

 
(b) This classification may be given to those international boundary waters that, if 

subjected to approved treatment, equal to coagulation, sedimentation, filtration and 
disinfection with additional treatment, if necessary, to reduce naturally present 
impurities, meet or will meet New York State Department of Health drinking water 
standards and are or will be considered safe and satisfactory for drinking water 
purposes.  

 
 

Class AA fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class AA waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, 
culinary or food processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and 
fishing.  The waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.  

 
(b) This classification may be given to those waters that, if subjected to approved 

disinfection treatment, with additional treatment if necessary to remove naturally 
present impurities, meet or will meet New York State Department of Health drinking 
water standards and are or will be considered safe and satisfactory for drinking water 
purposes.  

 
 

Class A fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class A waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, culinary 
or food processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and fishing.  
The waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.  

 
(b) This classification may be given to those waters that, if subjected to approved 

treatment equal to coagulation, sedimentation, filtration and disinfection, with 
additional treatment if necessary to reduce naturally present impurities, meet or will 
meet New York State Department of Health drinking water standards and are or will 
be considered safe and satisfactory for drinking water purposes.  

 
 

Class B fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usages of Class B waters are primary and secondary contact recreation and 
fishing.  These waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.  
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Class C fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usage of Class C waters is fishing.  These waters shall be suitable for fish 
propagation and survival.  The water quality shall be suitable for primary and 
secondary contact recreation, although other factors may limit the use for these 
purposes.  

 
 

Class d fresh surface waters  

(a) The best usage of Class D waters is fishing.  Due to such natural conditions as 
intermittency of flow, water conditions not conducive to propagation of game fishery, 
or streambed conditions, the waters will not support fish propagation.  These waters 
shall be suitable for fish survival.  The water quality shall be suitable for primary and 
secondary contact recreation, although other factors may limit the use for these 
purposes.  

 
Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/regs/part701.html#701.1  
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